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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


The Therapeutic Action op Organic Extracts. 

Dr. Charles Forbes, after a lengthy chemical trial of organic liquid 
extracts, has adopted a particular class of preparations of these extracts, viz.» 
“ tabloids.” He believes that thyroid extract would also be useful in cere¬ 
bral anaemia from various causes. There is a necessary differentiation of the 
various properties of these extracts which is yet to be made out, and we are 
justified, by the marked success gained in certain diseases, in experimenting 
with each of these extracts in whatsoever complaints we may judge it will 
afford us any chance of success. With reference to the use of spermin and 
ovarian extract, it is believed that both the testicle and ovary possess some 
function apart from the manufacture of semen and ova which has not yet 
been clearly described by the physiologists. An earnest plea is presented 
for more clinical observation, which is likely to lead to results highly bene¬ 
ficial to the human race .—Medical Prexs and Circular , 1894, No. 2875, p. 619. 

Tetanus Treated by Behring’s Serum. 

Dr. Hans Doerbler reports a case of typical tetanus of moderate severity. 
The prognosis upon the eighth day was measurably favorable, yet upon the 
tenth day twelve drachms of serum was injected, which gave rise to a slight 
general reaction in the form of an elevation in temperature. Locally and in 
the general condition the injection appeared to have no dangerous effect. 
The conclusion very properly is that, on account of the lateness of the admin¬ 
istration of the remedy and the favorable prognosis before its administration, 
no conclusion can be arrived at as to the effect of the remedy .—Munchener 
medicinische Wochenschri/t, 1894, No. 15, S. 282. 

The Balneo-mechanical Treatment of Diseases of the Heart 
(Method of the Drs. Schott). 

Dr. G. Pagenstecher, from the double standpoint of a cured patient and 
an interested physician, presents a very careful analysis of this method. 
This treatment consists of the use of two agents: 1. Baths of sodium chloride 
of different concentrations. 2. Manual gymnastics (so called) of resistance. 
Internal medicine is sparingly used, but not altogether prohibited. The 
treatment is commenced with the baths, while gymnastics are made use of 
toward the end; the former being the curative agent, the latter to prevent 
relapses. The concentration of the bath varies from 0.5 to 3 per cent.; the 
duration from five to eight minutes, which is increased to fifteen or twenty 
toward the end of treatment. The temperature at the beginning is 95° F., 
which is gradually reduced to 80° or 82° F. All persons do not, however, 
bear these concentrated baths of low temperature; the nervous and anaemic 
patients are especially refractory. At times, when the concentration exceeds 
2 per cent., or the temperature is lowered, in order to avoid the nervous 
excitation and physical depression, free carbon dioxide is added. This is a 
cutaneous excitant of the first rank, and counteracts the anaemic effect of 
the cold water, and it permits a still further lowering of the temperature 
of the bath. The free acid is produced by the action of hydrochloric acid 
upon sodium bicarbonate in salt water. The remarkable fact connected 
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with these baths is the lowering of the pulse-rate: at first the tension be¬ 
comes greater and the breadth is diminished; after five to ten minutes it 
becomes broader, regular, soft, and finally full. The gymnastic treatment is 
borrowed from the Swedish school, and consists of: 1, passive movements; 
2, active movements, divided into active movements, properly so called, and 
movements of resistance. The following rules guide the practice of gym¬ 
nastics: 1. No movement should be executed twice in succession. 2. Each 
movement should be separated from the next by an interval of rest (ten to 
fifteen seconds). 3. Movements should be made with great slowness. 4. The 
patient should breathe in his ordinary rhythm during the execution of the 
movements. 5. The movement should be immediately suspended when the 
respiration becomes accelerated or interrupted. 6. The initial resistances 
should be minimal and increased only in proportion to the strength of the 
patient—never to fatigue. 7. The seance should never exceed thirty minutes, 
and should be ended as soon as the patient experiences fatigue, suffocation, 
or vertigo. 8. All muscles of the body should be successively put into 
action. The general therapeutic results are analogous to those obtained 
from digitalis, viz.: slowing of the pulse, increase of arterial pressure, regu¬ 
lation of the cardiac movements. Generalized arterial sclerosis and aneurisms 
are absolute indications to this form of treatment .—Bulletin yeneral de Thera- 
peutique, 1894, 22e livr. p. 503. 

The Treatment op Neuralgia with Anai.gen. 

Mr. George Foy has made a clinical study of thi3 substance, which 
rejoices in the name of ortho-ffithoxy-ana-mono-benzoylamido-quinoline 
(NHOOC 6 H 5 H). It is a white crystalline powder, insoluble in water, soluble 
in acids, readily soluble in hot, and sparingly soluble in cold, alcohol. From 
experiments upon dogs it has been determined that it is non-toxic, and even 
when given in large doses the kidneys remain unaffected. The urine may 
become a cherry-red color, due to the action of the uric acid upon the sepa¬ 
rated benzoyl group of the analgen, but this is of no physiological or patho¬ 
logical importance. Neither blood, albumin, nor sugar has been found in the 
urine after its use. It has not given rise to tinnitus, fulness in the head, nausea, 
nor to a single case of rash. After an experience of two hundred cases, it is 
believed that the smallest effective dose for adults is ten grains, repeated in 
three hours; the largest dose was fifteen grains. A shorter interval—two 
hours—is still better. For rheumatism the effects are more marked if it is 
combined with sodium tartrate in drachm doses, or if its use is preceded by 
the old-fashioned black draught and blue pill. As an anti-neuralgic remedy 
it is a great gain and very welcome to the medical profession .—Medical Press 
and Circular , 1S94, No. 2S75, p. 620. 

The Therapeutic Value of Vagus-compression. 

Dr. Dubois quotes Quincke, that slowing of the pulse upon pressure on the 
carotid is a very constant phenomenon, equally in the healthy as in the sick. 
This pressure, it is more probable, results in a mechanical irritation of the 
trunk of the vagus, which lies behind and to the outside of the carotid. A 
single case is reported, the symptoms being dyspnoea and palpitation, and 



